November 3, 2025
Press Note

Over 300 Global Scholars Urge SAARC Secretary-General to Intervene in the
Unjust Dismissal of Dr. Snehashish Bhattacharya from South Asian University, New Delhi

More than 300 scholars from leading universities and research institutions across the world have
appealed to the Secretary-General of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) to urgently intervene in the ‘“unjust and punitive dismissal” of Dr. Snehashish
Bhattacharya, Associate Professor of Economics at the South Asian University (SAU), New Delhi.

In a letter addressed to SAARC Secretary-General Ambassador Md. Golam Sarwar, the signatories
— including many renowned global academics and intellectuals — have expressed deep concern
over the violation of academic freedom and due process at the University, which was established
under the aegis of SAARC to promote regional cooperation through higher learning. The scholars
have urged the Secretary-General to call upon SAU to immediately rescind Dr. Bhattacharya’s
termination, to protect academic freedom within the institution, and to uphold the founding ideals of
collegiality, dialogue, and intellectual independence that underpin the University’s mandate.

Dr. Bhattacharya was terminated on September 11, 2025, with retrospective effect from June 2023 —
penalizing him for having raised “principled concerns” over the administration’s handling of peaceful
student protests in 2022. The students had demanded representation in gender sensitisation and
anti-harassment bodies, as well as a rollback of stipend cuts. Rather than engage in constructive
dialogue, as urged by faculty members, the University administration resorted to expulsions,
suspensions, and police action. Later, in June 2023, four faculty members were suspended, with their
pay slashed to 25 per cent without clear statutory authority. Dr. Bhattacharya’s consistent denial of all
charges levelled against him, and his conscientious refusal to submit a letter of regret, was followed
by his termination, which the administration justified as a response to “incitement against the
University”. The signatories reject this as a distortion of his record and commitment to academic
integrity.

The scholars also argue SAU’s claim that it lies outside the jurisdiction of Indian courts, even though
the University was created by The South Asian University Act enacted by the Indian Parliament in
2008, undermines the rule of law and accountability. Dr. Bhattacharya has challenged this claim in
Delhi High Court. [The next hearing in the Chief Justice’s Division Bench is scheduled for
November 18, 2025.]

Reaffirming SAU’s original vision of fostering liberal, humane education and South Asian
cooperation, the appeal warns that the recent developments have led to a climate of fear among
students and staff. “Dr. Bhattacharya’s commitment to fairness and dialogue embodies the values
SAU was meant to uphold,” the letter notes, adding that his dismissal threatens the very credibility of
the institution as a regional centre of excellence. “This is not merely a case of one individual,” the
letter concludes, “but a test of whether the South Asian University can still stand by the principles of
openness, dialogue, and mutual respect on which it was founded.”

The letter, along with the list of signatories, is attached below.



November 3, 2025
H.E. Ambassador Mr. Md. Golam Sarwar
Secretary General
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
SAARC Secretariat
Kathmandu, Nepal

Subject: Appeal for urgent intervention to retract the termination of service and revoke the
prior suspension of Dr. Snehashish Bhattacharya at South Asian University, New Delhi

Dear Hon’ble Ambassador Sarwar,

We, the undersigned scholars, are deeply concerned at the unjust dismissal of Dr
Snehashish Bhattacharya, Associate Professor of Economics, from service at South Asian
University (SAU), New Delhi. On September 11, 2025, he was terminated with retrospective
effect from June 2023, effectively punishing him for raising principled concerns about the
administration’s response to the 2022 student protests. As SAU functions under the aegis of
SAARC, we appeal to your office, Your Excellency, for urgent intervention.

In 2022, SAU students peacefully protested for representation in the University bodies for
gender sensitisation and against sexual harassment, and a rollback of reduction in their
stipends. The administration responded with student expulsions, suspensions, and police
action. Faculty, including Dr Bhattacharya, urged dialogue and constructive engagement.
Instead, the administration singled out Dr Bhattacharya and three colleagues, suspended
them in June 2023, and cut their pay to 25 percent without statutory basis. Dr Bhattacharya,
standing by professional principles, has consistently denied all charges, and refused to
submit letters of regret demanded by the university. The university has responded with his
dismissal and has justified Dr Bhattacharya's dismissal as a response to “incitement against
the University”. This misrepresents his good-faith commitment to teaching and student
welfare.

The University has acted without transparency, fairness, or credible evidence. It has also
advanced the untenable claim that, as an international institution, it lies outside Indian court
jurisdiction—even though SAU was created through the The South Asian University Act,
2008 of the Indian Parliament. Dr Bhattacharya is challenging this in court, but the
University’s stance undermines both legality and accountability. As Dr Bhattacharya fights
this, we extend our solidarity to him.

SAU was established with a vision of a world class institution emerging out of a
collaborative effort in South Asia, with one of the objectives being:


https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/south-asian-university-fires-professor-for-inciting-students-stipend-protests-10245348/
https://thewire.in/education/two-years-after-his-suspension-sau-fires-faculty-member-who-supported-protesting-students
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/2095/1/200908.pdf
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/2095/1/200908.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/immunity-of-international-organisations-is-no-free-pass/article70194914.ece

"to impart liberal and humane education towards capacity building of the South Asian
nations in the domain of science, technology and other areas of higher learning vital for
improving their quality of life and to give students the analytical tools needed for the pursuit
of profession and inculcate in them the quality of leadership."

Instead, it has seen an exodus of international faculty and repeated attempts to censor
students and staff. Dr Bhattacharya’s consistent good-faith actions embody the values SAU
was meant to uphold. His dismissal threatens not only an individual’s career but also
broader principles of academic freedom, collegiality, and the University’s role in nurturing
future scholars and engaged citizens through openness, dialogue, and mutual respect. The
gravity of the decision is reflected in the recent letter of protest signed by 101 of his former
students.

Your Excellency, we urge your good offices to intervene and instruct the SAU administration
to:

e Rescind its decision and reinstate Dr Bhattacharya with immediate effect.

e Ensure that procedural fairness and due process are fully observed in the resolution
of this matter.

e Uphold the academic freedom and rights of faculty and students, which are essential
for SAU’s credibility as a SAARC institution committed to cooperation, dialogue, and
regional excellence.

We submit this appeal in the spirit of collegiality and shared commitment to SAU’s founding
principles, trusting that your intervention may guide a fair and constructive resolution, help
restore trust, protect academic freedom, and uphold the University’s mission as a regional
centre of excellence.

Sincerely,

Concerned Global Scholars and Academics

[Names of 305 signatories are listed in the following pages. Affiliations are provided for
identification purposes only and do not represent the views of the respective institutions.]

Cc:
Director, Education, Security, and Culture (ESC) Division, SAARC Secretariat
Related Officials / Divisions of External Affairs and Higher Education in SAARC Countries

President and Chairperson of the Executive Council, South Asian University, New Delhi
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Professor of Economics Hampshire College, USA
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280 Abhinav Khemka Postdoctoral Fellow, Bocconi University

281 Sachin N Associate Professor, DSC, University of Delhi

282 Till Aperdannier University Duisburg-Essen

283 Sayonee Majumdar Independent Researcher

284 Sourav Bhattacharya Professor, Indian Institute of Management Calcutta
285 Jason Schulman Adjunct Associate Professor, John Jay College, USA
286 Tanweer Akram Independent Scholar

287 Sara Stevano Senior Lecturer, SOAS University of London

288 Vivek Mehta Assistant Professor, Tezpur University, Assam

289 Deniz Kellecioglu University of Gothenburg

290 Ravi Srivastava Former Professor, JNU

291 Yannis Dafermos SOAS University of London

292 Gladis Eunice Mejia Solis New School for Social Research

293 Erdem Saking Assistant Professor, Université Sorbonne Paris Nord, France
294 Kaveh Yazdani Professor, University of Connecticut

295 Wolfram Elsner University of Bremen, Germany

296 Dipa Sinha Economist

297 Farhan Sufyan Assistant Professor - Galgotias University
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305

A.S.M. Riad Arif

Vaibhav Vaish

Kalyan Kumar Kameshwara

Praveen

Onur Hamzaoglu

Elliot Benjamin

Serdar M. Degirmencioglu

Blair Sandler

International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh

[ISER Mohali

Senior Research Fellow, University of Nottingham

IIT Roorkee

Kocaeli Solidarity Academy, Turkiye

Capella University

Independent Scholar

Independent Scholar

18



